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ELLISTOWN AND BATTLEFLAT PARISH COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES of the Parish Council meeting 
Held on Wednesday 21st October 2015  

at the Primary School, Ellistown, commencing at 7.00pm. 
 
Present: Cllr Hyde, Cllr Merrie, Cllr Norley, Cllr Pollard, Cllr Powell and Cllr Willett-Marshall 
 
In Attendance   
   Mr P Goodman  Clerk to the Council 
   2  consultants 
   7  members of the public  
 
The Chair welcomed Cllr Norley to his first meeting having been elected to the Parish 
Council unopposed. Cllr Norley signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office and briefly 
introduced himself to other members. 
    
1. Apologies for absence 
 
The apologies of Cllr Morrell (due to work) were accepted. 
 
2. Declarations of pecuniary interest 
 
Cllr Pollard declared a pecuniary interest in item 17. Cllr Powell declared a pecuniary interest 
in item 19. 
 
3. Signing of cheques for outstanding payments 
 
The Clerk presented cheques for signing relating to payment vouchers 76 - 79. 
 
4. Response to planning applications 
 
The Council had no objections to the current planning applications - 15/00988/REMM (Little 
Battleflat Farm) and 15/01017/FULM (also Little Battleflat Farm) 
 
5. Public participation and Police report 
 
A resident commended the Parish Council on the completion of the War Memorial. 
 
PCSO Luke Broughton introduced PCSO Kyle Hardy who is to be the new officer covering 
Ellistown and Battleflat. There had been three incidents during October - one of criminal 
damage to Parish Council fencing, one theft and one attempted burglary. PCSO Broughton 
had dropped leaflets through letter boxes around St Christopher's Road following 
inconsiderate parking. He agreed to undertake speed checks in Whitehill Road and 
encouraged councillors and public to report car registration numbers to the Police (dial 101) 
of cars parking dangerously outside the school and at the entrance to Spencer View. A 
resident from Parker's Close asked for action to be taken on joy riders who are regularly 
disturbing the peace. PCSO Broughton again advocated reporting on 101. 
 
6. Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd September 2015 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd September 2015 were agreed to be a true record. 
Proposed - Cllr Pollard, seconded - Cllr Merrie. 
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The Clerk explained that: 
 

 Consideration of the security of Council finances, including the possibility of 
depositing some of the balance with the Public Sector Deposit Fund, should be 
considered at the February meeting. 

 He would be meeting a County Council Highways Officer at the War Memorial on 
28th October to discuss the possibility of "knee fencing" around the perimeter. 

 Local children had informed Cllr Merrie of the type and supplier of the swing they 
would like at Rushby Road Childrens Play Area, the Clerk now to inform the NWLDC 
Section 106 officer. 

 The Local Plan consultation events continue until the end of November and he 
encouraged councillors and members of the public to attend one. 

 
7. Presentation regarding plans for the new Post Office, Shop and Flats at the former 
Ellistown Hotel 
 
The speaker was reported to be ill and sent his apologies. The Council welcomed plans for 
the former Ellistown Hotel although some concern was expressed at the distance that elderly 
people in the South end of the village would now have to travel to access the service. 
 
The Council AGREED that, should the owner agree, the new Post Office would be an ideal 
position for a new, bespoke, Parish Council noticeboard. It was AGREED to put this 
proposal to the owner. 
 
8. Clerk's report 
 
The Clerk reported: 
 

 Cllrs Merrie and Powell are booked onto Environmental Crime training on 11th 
November 

 The APSE consultant had begun his detailed work measuring and collating the 
Council's requirements for putting out the Grounds Maintenance contract (2016-
2019) to competition. He wished to have a meeting with councillors once his report is 
completed. The Clerk invited the Council to consider having a "closed list" of potential 
contractors and to be guided by the consultant in the factors to consider in scoring 
the applications in a fair, open and transparent way. 

 The Council's Away-Day on 17th October had been very successful and had begun 
to discuss priorities for the next four years. It was recommended that there should be 
another one in the near future. 

 He will begin to prepare budget considerations for the November meeting. 

 NWLDC had undertaken emergency repairs to fencing following a spate of 
vandalism. It was AGREED to undertake the more substantial repairs at the price 
given by the District Council. 

 There had been some dog fouling reported at the new MUGA. He had obtained 
prices for A3 sized aluminium Dog Order signs. It was AGREED to purchase three, 
put two of them up at South Street MUGA and keep the third one in reserve. 

 NWLDC had supplied the Parish Council with a Dog Watch pack. It was reported that 
a Dog watch volunteer had started in Colonel Close and the Parish Council 
welcomed more Dog watch schemes in Ellistown, and particularly needed one in the 
viccinty of South Street. 

 The deadline for the next Parish Council newsletter is 31st October 2015. He invited 
contributions and the wider sharing of delivery, subject to health and other concerns. 
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The meeting reminded the Clerk that it had agreed to purchase more Christmas lighting to 
acheive a denser display. 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Report from Children and Young People committee 
 
This had been deferred from the previous month and Cllr Morrell was again not in 
attendance. The Clerk was asked to find out if Cllr Morrell was finding the commitment 
onerous and wished to relinquish this responsibility. 
 
10. Report from the Young People's Council 
 
Lauren Fox reported: 
 

 The Young People's Council had met on 29th September 

 Local parks came top of young people's priorities so they wished to thank the Parish 
Council for its current efforts 

 Young people had supported a litter pick earlier on 21st October and had helped to 
collect 12/13 bags of rubbish 

 Lauren is to be interviewed by BBC Radio Leicester 

 There had been a providers meeting at the beginning of October 

 The Young People's Council invited a Parish councillor to attend one of their 
meetings! 

 
The Chair thanked the young people for their contribution and particularly for their help with 
the community litter pick. 
 
11. Financial update 
 
11i) The Council approved payments for vouchers 61-68 
11ii) The Clerk reported that the Council's accounts reconciled with the bank statement 
dated 30th September 2015. He asked for questions. There were no questions. 
11iii) The Clerk presented a budget report profiling income and expenditure as of 30th 
September 2015. He asked for questions. There were no questions. 
 
12. Internal auditor's report 
 
The internal auditor had recently inspected all the Council's financial records as part of a bi-
annual process. Whilst being generally happy with his findings he did make four 
recommendations which had been circulated to councillors. 
 
It was RESOLVED to accept and incorporate the recommendations made by the internal 
auditor. 
 
13. Effectiveness of internal controls 
 
Cllr Morrell was not in attendance. It was agreed that these should be, as recommended by 
the internal auditor, formally checked for probity and robustness each February, along with 
Financial Regulations, being a duty of the Council, not the Clerk. However, it was expected 
that they should be monitored quarterly, a process led by Cllr Morrell if she is willing to do 
that. 
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14. District Council/Parish Council Joint Charter 
 
It was AGREED unanimously that the Parish Council should endorse this charter. 
 
 
 
15. Arrangements for Remembrance Sunday 
 
Cllr Merrie, as District councillor, would represent the Parish at the District event in Coalville. 
The Parish Council would work with Rev Olwen Woolcock to provide a short service at 
Ellistown War Memorial, with input from the Chair, from young people, and from an older 
member of the community. Cllr Hyde would try to find an older volunteer to read out the 
Exhortation and Kohima Epitaph.and he would seek to borrow a loud speaker system on 
which to play the reveille. 
 
After the service all residents and guests are invited to the school's community room for 
refreshments and a final chance to comment on the Neighbourhood Plan proposals. 
 
16. Arrangements for the Official Opening of the MUGA 
 
It was AGREED that the Chair would formally open the MUGA at 12.30pm on 7th November. 
The MP, the vice chair of the District Council, and a representative of Veolia were amongst 
those who had accepted an invitation to attend. It was AGREED that the Scouts should put 
on refreshments using their own facilities and a marquee. 
 
At this point Cllr Pollard left the meeting. 
 
17. Pickering Drive Childrens Play Area 
 
The Council had received a quote from a local company who are prepared to make 
immediate repair to an area of stagnant water at the lower end of Pickering Drive Childrens 
Play Area. The Council considered the quote, and in view of resident concern and the 
upcoming delivery of a children's trim trail, it was AGREED to commission the work, subject 
to an independent assessment of the value the work set against price. 
 
At this point Cllr Pollard re-joined the meeting. 
 
18. Vandalised fencing in Beveridge Lane area 
 
It was AGREED to commission this work from North West Leicestershire District Council at 
the price that had been given. 
 
At this point Cllr Powell left the meeting. 
 
19. Section 137 application from Ellistown Fund-raising Group 
 
The Council AGREED that this application met the criteria and provided value for money. 
They AGREED to support it. 
 
At this point Cllr Powell re-joined the meeting. 
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20. Section  137 application from Ellistown Young People's Council/Heartlands Youth 
Initiative 
 
The Council AGREED that this application met the criteria and provided value for money. 
They AGREED to support it. 
 
 
 
 
21. Report on the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan and monitoring of outcomes to 
the funder 
 
The consultant, Gary Kirk, had been unable to attend but had reported verbally that there 
had been no further developments. 
 
22. Reports from County and District councillors 
 
County councillor Heather Worman was not in attendance. 
 
District councillor Keith Merrie reported on a meeting with Mountpark Development at which 
he had conveyed a list of actions and aspirations that the community wished for. He had 
asked for root-balled (mature) trees to be planted adjacent to the Mobile Home Park so as to 
screen it from the development as quickly as possible. He had enjoyed the littler pick and 
was very pleased with the young people's attendance. Cllr Pollard asked about the issue 
with refuse collection and Cllr Merrie reported that he had photographed it and then sent it 
through to NWLDC. 
 
23. Date, time and place of next meeting 
 
Wednesday 18th November 2015, 7.00pm, at Ellistown Primary School. 
 

 


