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ELLISTOWN AND BATTLEFLAT PARISH COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES of the Parish Council meeting 

Held on Wednesday 15th July 2015  
at the Primary School, Ellistown, commencing at 7.00pm. 

 
Present: Cllr  P Hyde, Cllr Merrie, Cllr Pollard, Cllr Powell and Cllr Wakefield 
 
In Attendance   
   Mr P Goodman  Clerk to the Council 
   6 members of the public 
   1 consultant 
   1 member of Young People's Council 
 
1. Apologies for absence 
 
The apologies of Cllr Morrell were accepted. 
 
2. Declarations of Discloseable Pecuniary Interest 
 
Cllr Wakefield declared an interest in item 14 as a resident living at the Mobile Homes park. 
 
3. Planning applications 
 
Application - 15/00590/FUL Land at Beveridge Lane, Bardon - No objection 
 
County Council consultation on new Minerals and Waste Plan - No comment 
 
4. Police report and public participation 
 
PCSO Broughton reported on the crime figures for June 2015. There had been three 
incidents of damage, one burglary and one attempted theft from a motor vehicle. In response 
to a comment from Cllr Pollard about problems with motorbikes at the weekends, he 
explained the Police powers with Section 59 warnings.  
 
A resident reported that people were parking so close to bus stops that they were causing a 
danger to bus users and preventing bus drivers from seeing their customers. Cllr Pollard 
reported that so many cars were parking inconsiderately recently that a funeral car couldn't 
get access to St Christophers church for a funeral. It was AGREED that the Clerk inform the 
County Council, the District Council (Street Action team) and Arriva bus company, also 
informing County councillor Worman.  
 
A resident complained about litter at St Christophers - the Scouts are considering doing a 
community litter pick. 
 
A resident complained that two public footpaths are overgrown. AGREED that the Clerk 
report this to the County Council. 
 
A resident reported that trees are growing through the Colonel Close bridge. AGREED to 
report to NWLDC Grounds Maintenance manager. 
 
A member of the Young People's Council believed that the Play Areas needed patrolling 
(against vandalism), the fence at the Scout Hut should be higher, and that the village has too 
many gloomy parts, including the former Ellistown Hotel. 
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5. Minutes of the meeting held on 17th June 2015 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th June 2015 were confirmed as a true record. 
 
The minutes of the extra-ordinary meetings held on 24th June and 8th July 2015 were also 
confirmed as true records. 
 
6. Actions 
 
The Clerk had carried out all of the actions except meeting the officer from the Street Action 
team to ascertain which play areas are "open" and which are "closed". 
 
7. Report from the Children and Young People committee 
 
No report. Cllr Morrell was not in attendance. 
 
8. Report from Young People's Council 
 
Lauren Fox explained that the Young People's Directory (produced by Mike Preston) had 
been printed and she had copies for distribution. They had also been delivered to the 
Primary school and the Newbridge Secondary school. There had recently been a providers 
meeting (attended by representatives of the Church and the Scouts) and it had been very 
useful for organisations getting to know each other. A Young People's Council meeting had 
been held on 13th July and a young representative explained how they would like to develop 
new ideas, make Ellistown a brighter place to live inwith fewer gloomy areas and have a 
refurbished church. The Youth Council "awayday" had been a great success with feedback 
"Team-building was fab" and "Excited about making Ellistown bigger and better and working 
as a team". There are now seven young people on the Young People's Council and they will 
be meeting again in September, and then every month thereafter. 
 
9. Clerk's report 
 
The Clerk reported: 
 

 The Council has passed its external audit (2014-15) and he had publicised this 
through noticeboards and the website 

 There is a vacancy on the Allotments committee. Cllr Powell volunteered to join. 

 There is a vacancy on the Children and Young People committee. Cllr Powell 
volunteered to join. 

 The sole trusteeship of the charity known as Hugglescote Recreation Ground (South 
Street) transferred to the Parish Council on 9th July 2015. 

 Post office consultation regarding changes at 190-192 Whitehill Road post office. 

 Attachment of the wreath holder to the War Memorial. 

 An update from the consultant on the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan. It was 
AGREED to contact the Planning Officer to find out why the Parish Council 
Neighbourhood Plan had to await the delivery of the District Council Local Plan. 
 

10. Financial update 
 
10i) The Council approved payments 22-29 and signed cheques for recent invoices. 
10ii) The Clerk reported that the Council's accounts reconciled with the bank statement 
dated 30th June 2015. He asked for questions. There were no questions. 
10iii) The Clerk presented a budget report profiling income and expenditure as of 30th June 
2015. He asked for questions. There were no questions. 
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11. Community Centre business plan and feasibility study 
 
The Clerk reminded the Council of the recent extra-ordinary meeting which had considered 
options from a range of ways of paying for and managing a Community Centre should the 
Council decide to proceed. He invited the Council to be ready for opportunities to seek 
funding for professional support to write a business plan and consult widely with local 
residents. Cllr Pollard felt that the Scouts had been let down by the proposals that came 
from the Architects design and this was confirmed by a representative of the Scouts who 
was in attendance. Cllr Pollard also felt that a number of documents that had been cited by 
the consultant in the delivery of the project had not been shared with the Council. Cllr Hyde, 
who had attended a number of the meetings on the development of the project (with the 
Scouts and the consultant) felt that the Scouts views had been heard and their issues 
addressed but agreed that if the Scouts felt otherwise these needed to be put forward to the 
consultant when he was in attendance. Cllr Pollard felt that the Scouts would be better 
served seeking funding for their own building. 
 
No decision on moving forward would be made without a resolution of the Council. The 
Scout Hut is one option but not the only option. It would not be pursued without the full 
agreement of both parties, the Parish Council and the Scouts. The consultant had fulfilled 
the requirements of the funder and the funder had signed off the initial project. 
 
It was AGREED (four votes in favour and one against) that the Clerk seek opportunities for 
funding professional support for a business plan and community consultation, being the next 
stage before a decision should be taken on whether or not to go ahead with funding and 
building a Community Centre. 
 
In favour: Cllr Hyde, Cllr Merrie, Cllr Powell, Cllr Wakefield 
Against: Cllr Pollard 
 
12. The future management and costs of Beveridge Lane wildlife area 
 
Cllr Pollard proposed that the Parish Council approach the National Forest to ask them if 
they would consider taking over the area because he knew that there would be a lot of work 
involved in thinning out the tees and it presented a future long term cost to the Parish 
Council. Cllr Powell reported that there is a co-operative set up within the National Forest 
Company whose role it is to help manage community-owned parts of woodland. The Council 
needed to consider all options in the light of opportunities as well as costs. 
 
It was AGREED to invite the National Forest to come and meet the Parish Council and 
explore, and agree, what could be done. 
 
13. Tendering process for grounds maintenance service and management from April 
2016 
 
Cllr Hyde reminded the Council that it is nearly six months from the end of the three year 
contract with the District Council for the management of grounds and parks and childrens 
play areas. Whilst generally happy with the service delivered by the District Council, the 
Financial Regulations of the Parish Council would require it to put the contract out to tender. 
However, due to the size of and numbers of pieces of ground, and the increasing 
responsibilities, this would be a complex and time-consuming piece of work for which the 
Clerk had not the experience or time to draw up legalistic documentation. A clause in the 
existing contract signed in 2013 gave the Parish Council the option to extend the three year 
contract by one year. Cllr Hyde proposed that the Parish Council take up this option to allow 
time for a proper specification to be designed in 2016-17 for a contract to start in April 2017. 
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It was AGREED to invite the Grounds Maintenance manager to quote a price for a one year 
extension in 2016-17 and the Parish Council to consider this and make a decision at an 
extra-ordinary meeting in August 2015. 
 
14. Mountpark community woodlands proposals 
 
The Clerk informed the meeting that Lockhart-Garratt are developing a detailed design of the 
proposals and intend to send these to the Council in the near future. The Council had been 
in agreement with the original proposals and welcomed any further information. 
 
It was AGREED to have a look at the detailed design and have further discussion when the 
detail emerges. 
 
15. Actions following the recommendations made in the external Play inspections 
 
The Clerk demonstrated an example of the robust signage that was being recommended for 
the five Childrens Play Areas in Ellistown and explained that the installer would visit the 
village to look at the best position to put up each sign and post. 
 
It was AGREED to purchase five signs for erection, one at each of the Childrens Play Areas. 
 
16. Arrangements for Remembrance Sunday 2015 
 
Cllr Powell invited the Council to consider its arrangements for Remembrance Sunday in 
2015. The Scouts reported that they would be keen to link up with the Parish Council and 
would make arrangements with the Police to marshall the procession from the Scouts Hut to 
the Wesleyan Chapel and the War Memorial. 
 
It was AGREED to purchase two wreaths, one for the Ellistown War Memorial and one for 
Parish Council representation at the Remembrance Sunday event in Coalville. 
 
17. Update on Multi-Use Games Area 
 
The Clerk reported that he was working on a Finance agreement with Veolia and as soon as 
this is completed would arrange for a contract letter to be issued to Wicksteed. The company 
had invited a group from the Parish to visit the factory on Thursday 6th August to view the 
products and (for young people) to choose the equipment that formed part of the bonus. The 
Clerk invited the Young People's Council to choose some young people to be part of this 
visit, with one or two parents as supervisors. Four councillors expressed interest in being 
part of the visit. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk be delegated to make the arrangements for transport to 
and from the factory. 
 
It was RESOLVED to request that remaining Section 106 monies be spent on a teenage 
swing at Rushby Road, more equipment at Pickering Drive and painting up all areas. 
 
18. Update from County councillor and District councillor 
 
The County councillor had been unable to attend. The District councillor, Keith Merrie, 
reported that he is busy with many issues, the most pressing being at the moment with 
residents at Battleflat where it is proposed to build an industrial unit on land bordering East 
Lane and South Lane. 
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19. Future roles and responsibilities of the Parish Council (2015-2019) 
 
Cllr Hyde proposed holding an extra-ordinary meeting, at a weekend, to facilitate discussion 
within the Council as to the Council's priorities and ambitions in the four year term. This 
should happen in time to inform the decision making required as part of the budget-setting 
process for 2016-17. 
 
It was AGREED to hold an extra-ordinary meeting for this purpose on a Saturday morning in 
September or October. 
 
20. Date and time of next meeting 
 
Wednesday 23rd September 2015 at 7.00pm 
 
 
 

 


