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ELLISTOWN AND BATTLEFLAT PARISH COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES of the Parish Council meeting 

Held on Wednesday 17th June 2015  
at the Primary School, Ellistown, commencing at 7.00pm. 

 
Present: Cllr  P Hyde, S Morrell, M Pollard, P Wakefield and R Willett-Marshall and (from 

Item 3) Cllr Powell 
 
In Attendance   
   Mr P Goodman  Clerk to the Council 
   4 members of the public 
   County councillor Worman 
   1 consultant 
 
1. Apologies for absence 
 
The apologies of Cllr Merrie were accepted 
 
2. Declarations of interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest 
 
3. Co-option on to the Parish Council 
 
Further to the recent election when there had been fewer nominations than Council places 
available it had been decided to fill the seventh Council place through co-option. The Council 
had publicised this and one application had been received from James Powell. The Clerk 
checked that James Powell met the criteria for being a councillor and the Chair invited him to 
speak briefly about his background and why he was interested in joining the Council. Mr 
Powell spoke of his interests in nature, engineering, history, reading and volunteering  and 
his desire to contribute something to the community. He had taken a strong interest in the 
Parish Council over the last year and attended many meetings. He had also followed the 
progress of the Neighbourhood Plan. The Council agreed unanimously to accept his 
nomination and the Chair welcomed him onto the Council. Cllr Powell signed his Acceptance 
of Office. 

 

4. Planning applications 
 
15/00477/FUL The Elms, Midland Road, Ellistown 
14/01106/OUTM Proposed development of 345 dwellings Ibstock Road (since 
withdrawn) 
15/00352/REMM Land at Beveridge Lane 
 
The Council considered these applications and had no objections to 15/00477/FUL 
and 15/00352/REMM 
 
5. Police report and public participation 
 
PCSO Broughton presented a report. There had been four crimes reported during 
May, two being criminal damage and two burglaries. After these crimes he had given 
crime prevention advice. He didn't believe that the burglaries were linked. Cllr Willett-
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Marshall asked whether the school had requested any street crossing education for 
the children. A resident reported that cars speed along Whitehill Road late at night 
and requested some Police patrols. The Chair thanked PCSO Broughton for his 
report and he left the meeting. 
 
A resident asked whether any councillors knew of the availability of a vehicle that 
could be used as a "sleigh" during Christmas celebrations? It was agreed to ask the 
question of the community through the next Newsletter. A resident thanked the 
Council for getting the grass around the War Memorial cut. The Clerk confirmed that 
the grass will be cut for the remainder of the current financial year (which is the same 
period as the remainder of the current grass cutting contract) at the same time as the 
grass at the Millenium Green. A resident asked whether anything could be done to 
encourage considerate parking by residents using Rushby Road to drop their 
children off at school. Again, it was agreed to put the request in the next Parish 
Council newsletter. 
 
6. Presentation from NWLDC Street Action team 
 
The Chair welcomed Clare Proudfoot, manager of NWLDC Street Action team. Ms 
Proudfoot thanked the Council for the invitation and introduced three of her 
colleagues who between them covered issues such as Environmental health, 
Planning enforcement, Street environment (including litter and fly-tipping) and 
Parking (both on-street and off-street). Cllr Hyde asked clarification on the position 
regarding dogs on play areas and whether the District Council had an overarching 
responsibility which covered Parish Council play areas?  Ms Proudfoot confirmed 
that they do cover Enclosed play areas but not Open play areas. If they receive a 
complaint they rely upon the public for as much intelligence as possible in order to 
track down the perpetrator. The District Council certainly can help the Parish Council 
to respond to problems. Cllr Pollard referred to advice previously given that 
suggested that without bye-laws nothing could be enforced but Ms Proudfoot 
explained that this was not the case following a change in the law, and powers given 
to Councils, in 2008. It was agreed that her colleague Mrs Sykes would meet the 
Clerk and go round all the Parish Council play areas. 
 
Cllr Powell asked for more information on what the Street environment involved? Ms 
Proudfoot explained that the District Council will help Parish Councils to lead more 
volunteering events including litter picks. She also demonstrated materials about a 
new scheme, Dog watch, which encouraged the community as a whole to work 
together on dog issues. NWLDC officer Mr Toon explained that when a community is 
hit by fly-tipping his team needs to know the precise nature of the type of rubbish that 
has been tipped.  
 
The Chair thanked Ms Proudfoot and her colleagues for attending the meeting and 
explaining how they can work more closely with the Parish Council in future. 
 
7. Minutes of the meeting held on 20th May 2015 
 
The minutes of the annual meeting held on 20th May 2015 were confirmed as a true 
record. 
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8. Actions from the meeting held on 20th May 2015 
 
The Clerk confirmed that the actions had been carried out including all councillors 
having now signed their declaration of interest forms.  
 
9. Report from Young People's Council 
 
Lauren Fox gave a report on the development of a Young People's Council and 
increasing local opportunities for young people. She had started to invite 
representation onto the Young People's Council from the local stakeholders (school, 
church, scouts and WMC). She would shortly be meeting Year 6 pupils. And she had 
made arrangements for a team building day on 13th July (ideally including 
representation from all the stakeholder groups). 
 
Cllr Willett Marshall asked for clarification on the scope of the invitations to the team 
building day. Ms Fox explained that they had been by way of personal invitations and 
are specifically for building a "team spirit" among the young people who will, in 
future, try to be the representative body for all young people in Ellistown and 
Battleflat. 
 
Ms Fox explained that she had worked closely with Cllrs Morrell and Wakefield. 
There had been a meeting with Leicestershire County Council youth service and it 
was hoped, in future, to link in with much wider youth structures. She had listened to 
the earlier presentation from the Street Action team and believed that young people 
had a pride in their village and would want to support community activities to improve 
the local environment. 
 
At this point (8.35pm) Cllr Merrie joined the meeting. 
 
10. Clerk's report 
 
The Clerk reported that: 
 

 Every effort was being made to complete the War Memorial project  

 There is a balance left over in the Sence Valley Environment Improvement 
Fund 

 He had not received any feedback on the new street name at the rear of 121 
Whitehill Road. It was agreed to support Danvers Close as the proposed 
name. 

 A repair requested at Rushby Road play area had been quickly completed. 
 
11. Financial matters 
 
The Clerk presented cheques for signing. He had circulated information on all the 
vouchers (1-21) so far in this financial year. He invited questions. There were no 
questions. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that the bank statement dated 29th May 2015 reconciled with 
the Council's accounts. He invited questions. There were no questions. 
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The Clerk had circulated a budget report up to 31st May 2015. He invited questions. 
There were no questions. 
 
12. Update on Financials Regulations 
 
The Clerk reported that he had received advice that it is unlawful for a Chair to 
authorise emergency expenditure. It was agreed to amend the Financial Regulations 
so that it would be the Clerk, as the Proper Officer of the Council, who held this 
power and that it should only be exercised in very rare circumstances where time did 
not allow for the Council as a whole to agree funding to secured a matched, external, 
funding opportunity. 
 
13. Childrens Play Area inspections 
 
The Clerk reported that the annual inspections of Childrens Play areas had taken 
place. He had sent the report to the Grounds Maintenance manager who had 
ensured that all minor repairs had been carried out. 
 
There remained a decision to be made on chain fencing at South Street and the 
issue of signage at all the Play areas. It was agreed that the Council would have a 
look around the play areas and discuss what course of action should be taken. 
 
The external inspector had also supplied a revaluation of all the play areas based 
upon the cost of replacing what is there. It was agreed that these values should be 
passed on immediately to the Council's insurers. 
 
14. Update on Multi-Use Games Area 
 
The Clerk reported that the Council had been successful in obtaining a grant of 
£39,000 from Veolia, which, on top of the £20,000 already awarded by NWLDC, 
gave the Council a sum of funding sufficient to purchase a Multi-Use Games Area at 
South Street. He reminded the Council that it had already received quotes from three 
companies based upon similarly sized (and fairly large) games areas. He asked the 
Council to undertake a tendering process so as to decide which company to award 
the work to, thus meeting the requirements of the funders and to ensure that work 
can commence as soon as possible. 
 
It was AGREED to hold an  Extra-Ordinary Generally meeting on Wednesday 8th 
July with each company asked to supply their quote in a sealed envelope, and each 
to present for up to twenty minutes and answer questions for up to five. 
 
The Council wished to put on record its thanks to the Clerk and to Mike Preston for 
the work involved in writing the bid. 
 
15. Future management of Beveridge Lane wild area 
 
Cllr Pollard believed that the maintenance of Beveridge Lane wild area is a 
substantial and costly part of the Parish Council's grounds obligations and that, as 
part of the wider transformation of the area, the National Forest Company might be 



552 

 

Ellistown and Battleflat Parish Council  17th June 2015 

approached with a view to taking it over. Cllr Hyde believed that the area, which had 
come as part of a transfer from the developer, had taken a long time to acquire and 
should be looked at as an asset with huge amounts of potential for community 
involvement. Cllr Powell believed that a lot of tree management could be done, as is 
already the case elsewhere in the area, by teams of volunteers. Cllr Merrie asked the 
Clerk to obtain information about exactly how much, out of the Grounds maintenance 
contract, is taken up looking after this area? 
 
It was AGREED to discuss this proposal, and its consequences, more fully at a 
future meeting. 
 
16. County councillor and District councillor report 
 
County councillor Worman gave a report. She explained that she had received, and 
reported to Highways, a huge number of issues in Ellistown (as had the Clerk). She 
had experienced (as had the Clerk) long delays in getting things done. This is due to 
the extent of the County's cuts with only a skeletal number of staff now responsible 
for huge geographical areas. Cllr Pollard asked whether she had been able to do 
anything about parking on Ibstock Road. Regretably this is one example of where 
she had not. 
 
District councillor Merrie presented a report covering Planning issues, Concerns 
raised by residents and liaison with County Council Highways over various issues. 
 
17. Report from Parishes District Liaison meeting 
 
Cllr Morrell reported that she and Cllr Wakefield had recently attended the Parishes 
Liaison meeting. The District Council will now send all Planning applications 
automatically to the Clerk of each Council. 
 
18. Report on the development of the Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Cllrs Hyde, Merrie, Morrell and Wakefield had attended the recent Neighbourhood 
Plan meeting. The consultants, Gary Kirk and Andrew Towlerton, had outlined the 
policies within the proposed Neighbourhood Plan around about five themes. The 
Parish Council will be investigating whether the delay in the District Council's Local 
Plan will impact upon the completion date of the Neighbourhood Plan. Cllr Merrie 
believed that, as one of only two Parishes in North West Leicestershire doing a 
Neighbourhood Plan. Ellistown and Battleflat Parish Council is to be congratulated. 
 
19. Date, time and place of next meeting 
 
The next meeting will be an Extra-Ordinary General meeting on Wednesday 24th 
June at 7.00pm. There will be one item only to be discussed - the feasibility and 
financing of a new Community Centre in Ellistown. 
 
 


