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ELLISTOWN AND BATTLEFLAT PARISH COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES of the Parish Council extra-ordinary general meeting 

Held on Wednesday 19th August 2015  
at the Wesleyan Chapel, Ellistown, commencing at 7.00pm. 

 
Present: Cllr  P Hyde, Cllr Morrell, Cllr Pollard and Cllr Powell 
 
In Attendance   
   Mr P Goodman  Clerk to the Council 
   1 consultant (from item 4) 
 
The Council observed one minute's silence to reflect upon the loss of Cllr Penny Wakefield 
who had passed away at the weekend. 
    
1. Apologies for absence 
 
The apologies of Cllr Merrie were accepted. 
 
2. Declarations of pecuniary interest 
 
There were no declarations of pecuniary interest. 
 
3. Grounds maintenance contract 
 
It was RESOLVED to produce a tendering document by November 2015 so that the Council 
met its obligation to put the next three year grounds maintenance contract out to tender. Cllr 
Pollard will lead on this supported by Cllr Powell and the Clerk. The specification for the 
contract will be based upon existing levels of maintenance and include regular, weekly, 
playground inspections by suitably qualified staff. 
 
4. Recommendation from the Allotments Committee regarding Beekeeping 
 
Cllr Pollard, as chair of the Allotments committee, reported that there had been a request 
from an experienced and knowledgeable local beekeeper to keep beehives in the field at the 
top of Midland Road allotments. The Allotment holders were supportive of the idea as the 
bees would help pollinate the fruit and vegetables. 
 
It was AGREED that permission be granted to Mr Perry to site up to three hives, North-
facing and suitably secured, subject to him producing for the scrutiny of the Allotments 
committee his insurance showing full public liability and taking up, if he isn't already, 
membership of Leicestershire and Rutland Bee Keepers Association. The Parish Council 
sought not to charge him for 2015-16. Mr Perry must ensure that the beehives are suitably 
signed. The situation would be reviewed after twelve months. 
 
5. Recommendation from the Allotments Committee  regarding Fruit trees 
 
Cllr Pollard reported that the Allotments holders sought permission to extend the number of 
fruit trees in the top field and had undertaken to maintain the area. This would create an 
allotments orchard, not a community orchard, as it was important to retain security on site. 
 
It was AGREED that the Council would support Ellistown Allotments and Gardens Society in 
any bids for funding as long as the Allotments Orchard was opened for community visits on 
at least two days a year. 
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6. Supply of a salt bin at Battleflat 
 
The Clerk made the Council aware that the County Council had agreed that under certain 
conditions, including paying for a bin and paying for salt (and replenishment), it is now 
possible for a Parish Council to purchase its own salt bin. 
 
The Council had not been aware that there was any particular problem at Battleflat. 
 
It was AGREED that the Clerk should obtain costings from the County Council and ask for 
an extension to 31st August deadline. 
 
7. Spend of MUGA bonus 
 
The Clerk informed that the young people from Ellistown Young People's Council had visited 
the Wicksteed factory on 6th August and been involved in deciding what furniture to 
purchase with the supplier's bonus. They had agreed to having two picnic tables behind 
each end and a number of metal seats to lean on. There was also sufficient to purchase a 
bike rack. He invited the councillors to be involved in deciding exactly where they might go. 
The Official opening is likely to be at the end of October and the Clerk should hear the start 
date later this week. 
 
The Clerk had also sent councillors a quote supplied by Wicksteed for a Trim Trail at 
Pickering Drive Play Area. It was AGREED to accept this quote and spend the Section 106 
money on it, securing the Trim Trail at the same time that Wicksteed are in Ellistown 
constructing the MUGA. 
 
8. The Homes and Communities Agency grant 
 
The Chair welcomed Gary Kirk and thanked him for coming. Cllr Pollard explained that he 
had been concerned about some items of the project that he believed had not been 
delivered. Mr Kirk explained that the bat survey had not been produced because the County 
Council had said that it had not been needed. And the planning application had been 
passed. 
 
Cllr Pollard asked for more explanation about certain costings. Mr Kirk explained that the 
sum being questioned covered his work over about eight months and not just attendance at 
meetings. This had involved liaison with the Parish Council, the District Council, a transport 
survey, negotiations with the HCA, and with professionals such as the architect. The HCA, 
as funder, had been very keen that money was spent diligently and had signed off the four 
"milestones" as they were satisfied with the project delivery. Mr Hyde pointed out that he had 
attended every Parish Council meeting and could have answered these questions at any of 
them. 
 
Cllr Pollard believed that the Scouts had felt let down by the project and wished that they 
had pursued their own project. It is re-iterated that the Planning permission that had been 
granted is only enabling - it enables the Scouts and the Parish Council to go to the next 
stage. But only if they both want to. Both parties - Scouts and Parish Council - can pull out if 
they want to. 
 
The Parish Council has yet to resolve to go ahead to seek funding for a Community Centre 
and would only do so if a partnership with the Scouts is wanted and viable, and a "business 
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plan" identifies commitment by the community to use it (and the income stream that would 
be needed to cover the costs of running it). 
 
The Clerk explained that Mr Kirk, as project manager, had delivered the HCA work and had 
dealt with the financial aspects. The Council had then met his invoices (always with two 
councillors signing) as the HCA had confirmed that they were happy that the "milestones" 
had been acheived. 
 
Cllr Pollard ask for, and Mr Kirk agreed to provide, evidence of the invoices he had paid. 
 
The meeting finished at 8.55pm 
 
9. Date and time of next meeting 
 
Wednesday 23rd September 2015 at Ellistown Primary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


